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of the gigantic enterprise. " It seemed," writes Robert
Courau, " as if the name of the conqueror of Suez was
sufficient in itself to bring in the enormous capital sum
that was required." At the Congress banquet
Gambetta saluted him as " the Grand Frenchman " and
besought him to take the task in hand. Victor Hugo
likewise encouraged him.
Flattered by these lavish praises the old man could
not resist the temptation, though many of his friends
and his own son Charles sought by all means to
dissuade him.
" What are you going to seek at Panama? " Charles
wrote to him.    "Is it money?    You will not be able
to concern yourself for that at Panama any more than
you did at Suez.    Is it glory?    You have received it
in such abundance that you can well leave that to
others.    All of us who have laboured at your side need
a  little  rest.    The  Panama   enterprise  is   certainly
grandiose. ... I believe that it is practicable . . . but
what a risk will be incurred by those who are at the
head of it!    Do remember that the Suez Canal, during
the ten years that it was under construction, was several
times on the brink of disaster. . . . Even when the
canal was open, on the verge of that prosperity which
you had promised, you had to go to the public for
twenty millions so that the Company would not be
driven into liquidation; and then they gave you only
five. . . . You pulled things together at Suez by a
miracle.    Is it not better in a lifetime to be satisfied
with one miracle accomplished, without relying on a
second? "
But De Lesseps seemed beyond the call of reason.